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DuPont™ Delrin® Acetal Resin

50th Anniversary

In the 50 years since DuPont synthesized acetal and 
trademarked it Delrin®, this innovative polymer has helped 
designers and engineers create new products and improve 
the quality, reliability and cost position of many existing 
products.
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■ 1950s
Early applications 

include molded parts for a 
manual eggbeater, bearings, a 
showerhead, water faucets and 
cutlery handles.
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■ 1950s
First bathroom 
mechanicals 

Toilet ballcock valves and a 
valve mechanism for a lavatory 
faucet are developed.
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■ 1950s
First toy application

A coupler for Lionel model 
trains, a one-piece design 
with a molded-in leaf spring, 
replaces a tedious-to-assemble 
metal coupler with a separate 
compression spring.
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■ 1950s
First conveyor 
application

Chain consisting of riveted 
links developed by Fenco Inc., 
Chicago, is installed in pickle 
factory where they are exposed 
to warm pickle brine. The chains 
eliminate corrosion problems, 
ran faster, cost 40 to 50% less 
than stainless steel parts.
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■ 1950s
Intensive application and 
market development

Gear design data—The 
University of Michigan Research 
Institute begins testing the 
fatigue life and wear resistance 
of gears made of Delrin® under a 
DuPont contract.
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The information set forth herein is furnished free of charge and based on technical data that DuPont believes to 
be reliable. It is intended for use by persons having technical skill, at their own risk. Because conditions of use 
are outside our control, we make no warranties, express or implied, and assume no liability in connection with 
any use of this information. Nothing herein is to be taken as license to operate under or a recommendation to 
infringe any patents.

Caution: Do not use this product in medical applications involving permanent implantation in the human body 
For other medical applications see ”DuPont Medical Caution Statement.’.
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Europe, Middle East & Africa
DuPont de Nemours International S.A.
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Customer Information Center
Toll-free +800 3 876-6838
Tel: +41 22 717-5950
Fax: +41 22 717-5948
E-mail us at: eu-info@dupont.com

North America                                                
DuPont Engineering Polymers
Wilmington, Delaware, USA
Toll Free:  (800) 441-0575
Tel: (302) 992-4592
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E-mail us at: Web-inquiries.DDF@usa.dupont.com

For information on Engineering Polymers contact our regional headquarters or visit us on the web at plastics.dupont.com 
for the complete listing of our offices around the globe.
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