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DuPont™ Delrin® Acetal Resin

50th Anniversary

In the 50 years since DuPont synthesized acetal and 
trademarked it Delrin®, this innovative polymer has helped 
designers and engineers create new products and improve 
the quality, reliability and cost position of many existing 
products.
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■ 1970s
Cutlery handles

Rising temperatures of 
automatic dishwashers spur 
increased use of Delrin® as 
handles for steak knives and 
carving sets.
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■ 1970s
Office machines

An application that highlights 
growing use of Delrin® in this 
field. High-speed dot matrix 
printer for computer terminals, 
Delrin® meets needs for wear 
resistance, low friction and high 
strength in 30 parts, including 
gears, cams, rollers and 
guides. Delrin® is also widely 
used in the typewriters and cash 
registers of the 1970s.
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■ 1970s
Office machines

An application that highlights 
growing use of Delrin® in this 
field. Long (84 cm) precision-
machined cams play a key role 
in the Xerox 4500, world’s first 
photocopier that can collate 
two-sided copies. 
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■ 1970s
Pocket lighters

With fuel reservoirs in Delrin®, 
Bic® disposable lighters are safer 
and more widely available.
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■ 1970s
Ski equipment

Leading manufacturers of both 
cross-country and alpine ski 
bindings begin using Delrin® 
and Zytel® for key components 
in the 1970s. Marker 
International, for example, 
whose founder, Hannes Marker, 
invented safety bindings in 1952, 
began using Delrin® in 1975.
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■ 1970s
Ski equipment

In 1972, Raichle of Switzerland 
begins using buckle 
components molded from 
Delrin®. By 1990, the company 
had produced more than 10 
million buckles and millions of 
other parts molded from Delrin®.
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■ 1970s
Interior parts

Window cranks, heating and 
ventilation control panels, 
latches and seat belt loops 
are among interior applications 
during this period.
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■ 1970s
Fuel systems 
Rollover valves for the emission 
control system. One example: a 
unit developed for Chrysler cars 
uses Delrin® for three of its five 
parts.

Fuel caps—Acetal becomes the 
standard fuel cap material in this 
period. That’s still the case today.

Filler pockets—An innovative 
design used on Chrysler compact 
cars uses a one-piece filler neck 
and housing molded from  
Delrin® 100.
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The information set forth herein is furnished free of charge and based on technical data that DuPont believes to 
be reliable. It is intended for use by persons having technical skill, at their own risk. Because conditions of use 
are outside our control, we make no warranties, express or implied, and assume no liability in connection with 
any use of this information. Nothing herein is to be taken as license to operate under or a recommendation to 
infringe any patents.

Caution: Do not use this product in medical applications involving permanent implantation in the human body 
For other medical applications see ”DuPont Medical Caution Statement.’.
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